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      Newsletter: June/July 2026


Congratulations!
SLHS is pleased to congratulate our committee member and contributor to Scottish Labour History, Malcolm Petrie, on his appointment as editor of Labour History Review, the journal of the Society for the Study of Labour History (SSLH: https://sslh.org.uk/).

Membership Matters
The treasurer notes that our Co-op Bank statement records that an anonymous member made a personal subscription payment for 2027 in early June. If this is you, please be in touch with robertlaurie958@btinternet.com with the precise date and initials used, so that we know who has paid.
A large number of subscription reminders have recently been sent out, and some positive responses received. If, however, you are no longer interested please also let us know, so that we can remove you from our mailing list.

Picturing History
The centenary events of the 1926 General strike have (mostly) been and gone. One of the contributions was an article in the May edition of History Today, which made this the cover story. This general article was particularly interesting for describing the role of then Labour MP Sir Oswald Mosley in editing the Birmingham Strike Committee’s strike bulletin. 
Unfortunately, the cover illustration, provided by Getty Images, was not of the General Strike, but was of a later protest. It was clearly of workers protesting at the cuts imposed in late 1931 by Ramsay MacDonald’s National Government as can be seen from the slogans attacking reductions in sailors’ pay on placards from the Daily Worker which was only founded in 1930.  
This appeared elsewhere in other commemorative pieces including The Times. More seriously it appeared, and still remains on the section of the website of the Trades Union Congress which advertised its own modest commemorative event. These errors demonstrate that there is a great need for the educational function of societies like ours.  

NLS events, East and West
Paperback Revolutions, National Library of Scotland George IV Bridge, Edinburgh (24 May – 24 October 2026)
This free exhibition, suitable for all ages, tells the story of how the humble paperback revolutionised and democratised access to books, from the launch of Penguin in 1935 to the present day. Featured are the first ten Penguin titles, the first complete UK edition of Lady Chatterley's Lover from 1960, and a selection of paperback bestsellers from across the decades. 
Sir Allen Lane’s original vision for Penguin was to retail a book for the price of a pack of ten cigarettes, inspired by the experience of buying a book for train journey from a station bookstall. Although ten packs were banned in 2017, the price of a paperback book has roughly kept pace over the years.
See how paperbacks changed books from being a niche product for a few to mass-market products both reflecting and shaping British society. 





Exiled for Existing: LGBT Refugees in Scotland, National Library of Scotland Kelvin Hall, Glasgow (15 July 2026, 6pm–7.30pm)
In a new short film, Exiled for Existing, more than 40 lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and queer refugees and asylum-seekers in Glasgow explore the impact of having to flee a place to be yourself.
The film will be shown as NLS’s contribution to Pride, followed by a Q&A with some of the film-makers.
This is a community film project produced by the Glasgow workers co-operative, Media Co-op, in partnership with LGBT Unity Glasgow and the National Library of Scotland.

Forthcoming book
Dreams in blue: railways and social change on the Clyde is a social history of Greater Glasgow in the
later 20th cent, focused around the story of the railway expansion and electrification and the dream it represented to the city post-war. Written by former social worker, trade unionist and SLHS member Colin Turbett, who has published many books on radical community action and social history, it will be published on 13th October this year. For further details, see:
https://portopress.com/products/9781849957335_dreams-in-blue
We hope to carry a review on the SLHS website soon.

And finally…
Members, especially those who collect, may like to check out Left on the Shelf (LOTS) books, whose latest newsletter can be found here:
https://mailchi.mp/cf2420bff079/lots-books-jun26-newsletter?e=b3cc247327
They are based in Cumbria, but offer a worldwide service via the Internet. Their full catalogue can be accessed here: https://www.leftontheshelfbooks.co.uk/stock.php



Many thanks to all contributors. If you have any items that you think would be of interest to fellow SLHS members, please send them to admin@scottishlabourhistorysociety.scot
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